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Sam Marullo was presented the Mayor’s Community Service Award last evening by Washington DC Mayor Anthony Williams.  Marullo was cited for his outstanding contributions to “making the nation’s capital a stronger and better place to live” by Mayor Williams, particularly for his work with the Community Research and Learning (CoRAL) Network.  Marullo was one of nine adult Community Service Award winners honored at the event.  There were nine youth award winners as well. The awards were hosted by SERVE DC, the D.C. government agency responsible for overseeing community service and service-learning activities in the District of Columbia.

Marullo was honored for his work as founder of the Community Research and Learning Network.  The CoRAL Network has operated over the last three years to promote community based learning and research among the D.C. area universities.  The CoRAL Network has provided training for faculty and students to support their work with nonprofit community-based organizations, supporting their social justice work in the community.  It has provided financial support to the area universities to help them build their capacity to work with community organizations, bringing in over $1.2 million in federal funds, which has been matched by over $2 million in universities’ support.  During the last three years, CoRAL Network supported nearly 500 community based organizations in the D.C. metropolitan area by matching nearly 10,000 students and 450 faculty members to work with them through community-based learning and research projects.  Marullo continues as the board chair of the CoRAL Network.  

Marullo is chair of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Georgetown University and is himself a long time practitioner of community based learning and research in D.C.  Since 1990, he has worked with over 1,200 of his own undergraduate students in the community, partnering with more than 80 nonprofit organizations to support their social justice mission.  He and his students have undertaken a wide range of projects, including asset mappings of community resources, program assessments, surveys of residents in low-income neighborhoods, building websites for nonprofit organizations, and assisting faith-based organizations in building affordable housing.  He was awarded the DC Sociological Society’s Morris Rosenberg Merit Award for Recent Achievement in April 2006 for his work in the community.  For further information about the CoRAL Network, please see: www.coralnetwork.org.  For more information about Marullo and his community based work, please see: http://explore.georgetown.edu/people/marullos/?PageTemplateID=132

